MIGHT AND MIND
Masaryk's years to take the place of argument, and he himself would have taken it badly too. So I quoted for him a sentence from his book on suicide, which he wrote when he was thirty years old. He then took a very strong and impassioned attitude against military service and war. The sentence in question ran thus: "Most young soldiers hate military service, because it takes them out of the surroundings in which they are accustomed to live. . . . The militarist spirit is the cause of such a marked tendency towards suicide among the soldiers. The barracks have the effect of a prison; but they have a more immoral effect, because everybody has to go through them. In the one and in the other the tendency to suicide is equally great." On the other hand, I reminded him how he had recently written the following: "I love soldiers, even though I do not like war."
When faced with this contradiction he remained quite unmoved. His love for acknowledging the truth made him state the case thus:
"I was younger then, immature, and it was to a certain extent one-sided on my part to judge everything according to the statistics of suicide. In reality I have not changed. I will uphold militarism
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